Friday 26th November 2020

Message from the head:
I hope everyone is fit and well at the end of what has been a very challenging week for us in school. You will know that, as I write this, we
have four classes closed due to positive cases of Covid-19 with children and staff having to isolate at home. I wanted to start my message this
week by paying tribute to my amazing staff, who despite all the people out this week, the anxieties of being so close to the reality of Covid
and having friends and colleagues unwell, they have continued to support us in keeping the school open and safe for the rest of the children
able to come in. I’d also like to thank you, our families, for the messages of support and understanding you have shared with us. We know it’s
not easy for any of you either especially when a bubble gets closed.
That brings me to the next point I wanted to raise. Everyone in school is working incredibly hard ensuring that we keep bubbles apart and that
everything in the school is sanitised and cleaned continually. You all are making huge sacrifices by not being able to visit your children’s classes, see their books and the children are making sacrifices missing out on school events that would normally be held. However, all this is
pointless if some vital rules are not followed. Over the last two weeks we have had a number of occasions where we have had to have children collected on discovering that someone in their household has Covid symptoms and is being tested but they have been sent in to school.
Covid is a highly infectious disease. The period a person can be infectious starts before the symptoms making it very difficult to prevent the
spread. The rules we all have to follow on this point are very clear. If any individual in a household has any of the three main symptoms—new
continuous cough; loss/change of taste or smell; high temperature—then that person should get a test as soon as possible and the rest of the
household must isolate. Children, even if symptom free, should not come to school, or indeed leave the house, if a member of the household
is in this position. Any member of the house could be carrying the virus too and by coming to school would be risking passing it to their classmates as well as the staff in their bubble and any other families they come into contact with. If someone develops symptoms, then tests positive, and have been in contact with the bubble up to 48 hours before they developed their symptoms we would have to close their class for 14
days. None of us want to do this more than we have to, so please help us keep everyone safe and our classes open—do not send children to
school if someone in your house has any of the symptoms. We will provide them with work while they are at home and the person with the
symptoms waits on their test result. If it is negative, they can come straight back. I do not want to nag but it has been incredibly difficult having to close school to children who want to be here learning and send staff home who want to be teaching, as well as hearing of people becoming ill. If we end up having to close further bubbles because of people not following the rules the majority of us are, and at great personal
cost, it would be very annoying for all involved, as well as dangerous to everyone’s safety. I also feel I need to point out the rules around play
dates—during lockdown these should not be happening. When we re-enter tier 2 next week, any joining up with other households outside of
school should only take place outside and up to six people. I know this is tough but please follow these rules to minimise the risk of transmission. It is clear the virus is currently circulating in our community and we need to do all we can to stop the spread. Thank you to the majority
of you who are clearly following the rules and doing everything you can to support us to stay open and educate and look after your children.
If you are in the situation that your child’s class is closed, as you know we will put work up on our website for them to access. If for any reason
you have limited access to an electronic device—laptop or tablet, or you need/prefer paper copies, or you are running low on paper or pencils, please let us know. We can provide what you need and if you are unable to come to us due to isolation we will make arrangements to get
it to you. We are here to help—just ask.
I can’t wait to be able to welcome back Reception on Monday and then Year 1 and 2 later in the week. I hope we make it through the next
few weeks, with the fun Christmas activities we have planned, without losing any more classes. There is an important message from the PA
below and a message was sent out from them via parent hub this morning—hopefully you got this. I hope you enjoy reading this week’s
newsletter and seeing what the children have been getting up to both in school and at home.

Message from the Parents' Association:
A belated hello from the Fleet PA, especially to our new Fleet families! It's been a tough year for all, but we are excited about some of
the Christmas festivities being organised for the children at school.
One of these is the Christmas Jumper Day on Dec 11th to raise money for Save the Children and which will hopefully get us all in the
festive spirit! Please show your support by encouraging your children to take part - details on page 3 of this newsletter. A couple of
ways to help us fundraise during this festive season are mentioned
in our recent Parent Hub post. We are looking forward to saying hi
in person and resuming our regular PA activities as soon as safely
possible. Finally, a big welcome and thank you to Sophie Cooke
(Amber-Lily and Robyn’s mum) for joining the PA.
Stay safe! Becky, Fab, Jo, Marc and Sophie.

Punctuality Award This week, our Punctuality
award goes to Rec, Years 2 and Year 3 with no lates—
brilliant!
I’m pleased to say that lates for the whole school have
come way down making us all safer by avoiding crossing
with other bubbles and equally important ensuring children aren’t
missing valuable settling and learning time. Year 4 and 6 were much
improved, down to 4 and 10 respectively but still too many! Please
continue to ensure your child is in school on time.

Attendance Award Our Attendance Award this
week goes to Years 3 and 4 with 100% - amazing! Two
classes were above 99% - brilliant!
This year’s whole school target is 96% - we’re currently at
97.18%. Thanks for all your efforts.

Star of the Week Awards
this week’s winners...
Well done to our ‘Stars of the Week’ for this
week. We are very proud of their hard work
and effort.
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Parent Questionnaire

Nursery—https://forms.gle/XJrBtQC3idg8XTq98

To the right you will see a link to the annual parent
questionnaire for your children’s class. It has the the
usual questions, based on the OFSTED framework which
also allows us to compare to previous years’ responses.
This year we have also included a couple of new sections related to the Covid-19 situation and response, as
well as mental health and wellbeing specific sections to
help us plan our support for the remainder of the year.
Thank you in advance for taking the time to complete
the surveys. There is a different link for each class—if
you have children in more than one year group we
would really appreciate if you could fill one out for
each—this might seem strange but your experience of
school with different children may not be the same and
we’d like to know that. The survey shouldn’t take more
than 5-10 minutes to complete. We are trying to avoid
sending paper home (for both Covid-19 and cost reasons) but if you are unable to access online and would
like a paper copy please contact the school office who
will help you. We appreciate your time.

Reception—https://forms.gle/4Doky6Tz4oBvVk3A7
Year 1—https://forms.gle/g1kyMdau5mnYYyBW9
Year 2—https://forms.gle/NSAiDYyzF1qv5Qjc7
Year 3—https://forms.gle/7PbKSjweoAcbzR868
Year 4—https://forms.gle/5b9AGVtLxq5Gpy8H9
Year 5—https://forms.gle/uWSNNrbVc1Vne3us8
Year 6—https://forms.gle/KK3UzRCCJBMKsjZt5

You may have noticed in the newsletter over the last few weeks or heard your
children talking about the wonderful Zoom RE workshops Rev Esther from Gospel Oak Methodist Church has provided for us as part of the children’s RE curriculum.
She shared with us two important dates that we wanted to flag and advertise on
her behalf. The church will be supporting the local community by sharing out
food items for any families in need in these difficult times. This will happen on
the 5th and 12th of December, between 11 am and 3pm. There won't be any
vetting, they just want to give to those in our community who are in need. If you
need this support I would urge you to contact Rev. Esther using the details below and she will be happy to help.
The church are also collecting food items for the Trussell Trust Foodbank and for
our local community, on the same dates. If you are able to help them by donating, it'll be much appreciated.
To contact Reverend Esther...

Rev'd Esther Akam
Minister at LMNW Circuit
Gospel Oak and Kensal Rise Methodist Churches
esther.akam@methodist.org.uk
02072843819

Please find below a wish list from the Trussell Trust Foodbank:

-Tinned meat/ fish
-Tinned vegetables
-Tinned fruit
-Rice
-Sugar (500g)
-Milk UHT or powdered
-Instant coffee
-Fruit juice (cartons)

-Puddings/ custard
-Tomatoes (tinned)
-Instant Mash Potato
-Jam
-Pasta sauces
-Baby items e.g. nappies
-Toiletries (unopened)
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We have a new initiative at Fleet spearheaded by our very own ‘Bike-it Crew’ made up of some year 5 children. They have taken on the challenge of
trying to encourage the school to travel more sustainably—be that by bike, scooter or walking. Over the next few months they will be sharing weekly
challenges with you through the newsletter and leading special assemblies to the school. From time to time they will also be on the school entrances
handing out prizes to children travelling sustainably to school. They will be working closely with Dave, our Sustainable Travel Project Officer from
Sustrans. Below is our first weekly challenge competition—get your entries into your class teacher by the deadline shown below and they could be in
with a chance to win a fantastic prize!

Monday 23rd November
Send your picture to Mr McGibbon and the Bike it Crew by Thursday next week
Friday

week!
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These were some of the fantastic entries to last week’s competition - well done to Alea, Zura and Amber-Lily and all the others children who took
time to think about the challenge and do it. Next week’s challenge is on the previous page. Fingers crossed SUSTRANS pick one of ours as one of the
London winners!
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This fantastic poster was designed by Frankie in our Year 1 class. Many of you will know his parents Darren and Abbie. They have started a business
supplying fresh fruit and veg to the local community at a time when many find getting to the shops tricky. If you can, support this local family in this
fantastic new and worthwhile endeavour.
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New Tip...
Wellbeing Tip of the Week!
Relationships with parents are valued
hugely at Fleet and we’re very much
missing seeing everybody as regularly as
we usually would. Therefore we’d like to
look at alternative ways of communicating and helping each other; at this
difficult time we’d like to know how best
to support you. We’ll shortly be sending
out a Parent Wellbeing Questionnaire.
Please take the time to complete and
return it so that we can tailor our support to help as much as possible.

An initiative brought to you by Camden Learning’s Health and
Wellbeing Team—a new one each week!

Week 4 - Practice “radical self-acceptance”
“Radical self-acceptance” is the ability to accept everything about ourselves and our life without question,
blame, or disappointment. We are all doing the best we
can in these challenging times so it’s about time we take
some of the pressure off ourselves. This week, lets manage our expectations about what is achievable right now
and be proud of all of the things we are doing each day,
however small they may seem!

Parent Workshops—open to everybody
Many thanks to those of you who attended
the workshop this week. We had 14 parents involved which enabled some great
discussion. Thanks to those parents who
helped spread the word.
Moving forward we’d be happy to organise
more of these. If there’s a particular area
you’d like support with, or further information about, please don’t hesitate to let
us know.

Check out these videos for parents developed to
help you support your primary aged children:
1. How to Talk to you Child About Covid-19
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zkbxwnb

2. Encouraging Your Child to Take Care at School
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z8g6jsg

3. How to Deal with Anxieties
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zj4p2v4

4. Communicating with School
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7ksxbk

Contact Ms. Wall via the office and she will
be happy to get back to you to discuss and
see what we can arrange.
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As we are aware that teachers are not able to be in as close communication with families
as we would normally, we have scheduled in an additional ‘parent meeting’ for this term.
You will remember we brought forward the usual parent meeting to the first half term to
be able to touch base with you all over the phone and give you an indication of where your
child was at based on our initial baseline assessments following reopening in September.
You will be receiving your child’s termly targets from teachers in the next couple of weeks.
Following this we have scheduled another opportunity to speak with the teachers. Below is
the proposed timetable. Your child’s class teacher will attempt to call you at some point
during the window of time listed that we have arranged for them to be out of class.
Please make a note of these days/times in your diaries so you are available to chat.
Due to the restrictions we have on class bubbles and needing to avoid too many people
working in different bubbles it is very difficult to free the teachers up so please try to find
time for this important call.
Obviously, with the current situation there may be things that arise between now and then
that affect our ability to staff this and it may change but this is what we are planning for
and will endeavour not to change the times unless we have no other option.
Thank you for your continued support and patience.

Class

Times

Nursery

Wednesday 9th December Thursday 10th December
4-6pm
9.30-11.30am

Reception

Wednesday 9th December Thursday 10th December
4-6pm
1.30-3.30pm

Year 1

Wednesday 9th December Wednesday 9th December
9.30-11.30am
4-6pm

Year 2

Wednesday 9th December Wednesday 9th December
9.30-11.30am
4-6pm

Year 3

Wednesday 9th December Wednesday 9th December
1.30-3.30pm
4-6pm

Year 4

Wednesday 9th December Wednesday 9th December
1.30-3.30pm
4-6pm

Year 5

Wednesday 9th December Friday 9th December
4-6pm
9.30-11.30am

Year 6

Wednesday 9th December Wednesday 9th December
9.30-11.30am
4-6pm
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Fleet Facts is our whole-school programme aimed at
improving the children’s knowledge of key number facts.
Children work their way through the different stages, securing important
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts—essential for enabling
them to access the wider maths curriculum.
In the front of your child’s home learning journal is a tracker, which shows the
objective your child is currently working on e.g. ‘doubles of numbers within 20’
or ‘3 x table’. When children pass a test, their name will appear below.

Well done to these children who have passed their Fleet Facts test this week!

Year 5: James, Zainab, Penny, Rosie, Tamanna, Peter, Maureen, Isaac, Isabelle, Maya, Erina, Hannah, Freddy, Nathan,
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Fleet Primary School

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fleetps
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Amazed by
these stunning selfportraits by
Year 5,
inspired by
Frida
Kahlo’s
surrealist
art. Such
brilliant
attention to
detail!

Some of Year 5’s dioramas,
showing all sorts of spacerelated terrors: twentytentacled terrors, shooting
star showers and getting
stuck in Saturn’s belt! Can’t
wait to read the writing
they’ll inspire!

Year 5 had a fun afternoon this week learning about the story of advent and prophecies. They
were joined by Reverend Esther via Zoom. They chose their favourite prophecy and created this
Jesse tree - can you spot the story of Noah, Abraham, Moses and the creation story?

Fleet Primary School, Fleet Road, London. NW3 2QT

Tel: 0207 485 2028

Twitter: @FleetPrimary

Web: www.fleet.camden.sch.uk

Our amazing Reception and Year 1 classes have had to isolate from home this week. This hasn’t stopped them engaging with their learning via
the home learning the teachers are putting up on the website for them. The teachers love being able to speak to you all and hear about the
work you’re doing. It won’t be long before we see you back—Reception on Monday and Year 1 on Wednesday.
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Year 6 learning about diffusion and exploring the process of osmosis, by seeing it in action with gummy bears. They have
been learning about how nutrients move around our bodies.

The children have been writing explanations of how a volcano is formed and how it erupts– this links with their Topic on Paradise and the Jungle. We have learned about why volcanoes were actually helpful to the Maya people. Below are the beginnings of three explanation texts that
Armaan, Erion and Nommi have written. Can’t wait to read the finished pieces. Lots of technical language and explanation on display.

A volcano is like a mountain on Earth
until they erupt. When a volcano
erupts it spits out lava.
When the Earth's crust comes together a volcano erupts this is because the tectonic plates are moving
towards each other. There is magma
inside it.

Volcanos are close to being
mountains but the difference is
that underneath there is a hot
liquid called magma that can be
ejected at any time.

Volcanos are mountains that can erupt
rock, ash or gas. They are very dangerous
and could wipe out whole cities, covering
them in a grey like liquid. Everything in it’s
path is destroyed by the volcano.

Volcanos are formed when the
tectonic plates meet and one rises
above the other. Usually this
would create a mountain. If magma rises it is a volcano.

Volcanos are made by two tectonic plates
crashing together which makes a mountain or a volcano. When one of them slips
it makes a crater and out of that crater
comes the eruption. The stages of eruption are the Magma (lava before it comes
our the volcano) starts bubbling underground, the pressure causes the magma
to produce ash and gas, this happens in
the magma chamber. The pressure rises
higher causing the volcano to erupt
through the vent. The hot liquid pushes
through the crater and as soon as the
magma gets out the volcano it is called
lava. Finally the lava cools into volcanic

Although an eruption may seem
bad fertilisation will occur by lava
(although called magma, once it
leaves the spewing mountain it is
lava).
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Y3 have been working with oil pastels to create
a tree through the seasons, using the
‘Persephone and the Pomegranate Seeds’ myth
as inspiration.

In Science,
Y3 are
exploring
shadows.
Can they
make
them bigger or
smaller by
moving
the light
source?
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The only just thing is for me to
keep Persephone because I
want her back. My sadness is
overtaking my whole life. I am
distraught because Hades took
Persephone. Can someone save
Persephone and give her to me?
I hope she is safe and happy
even though she is in the underworld with Hades. I love Persephone so, so much that I want
to kill Hades or burn him the
fire of hell.. I feel so heart broken and lonely. I want my
daughter back from Hades. I
feel so ANGRY and MAD at him!
By Tabby

I wish I could click my fingers
and Persephone would come
back to me. Hades is going to
big time. Persephone is such a
nice, little God. Why did Hades
take her. What I will do to
Hades is bash him up. Or even
kill him! He is so evil. I will tell
Zeus to have a long chat about
it. I will tell every God I can
find.. If Persephone can escape I
will be so happy. I am still so
sad. I can’t stop crying, It is not
fair. I didn’t ask for this.
By Hunter

The children have been looking at the myth of Persephone and the
Pomegranate Seeds. There were so many fantastic pieces to read
from them. Above are Hunter and Tabby’s to entertain and amaze
you.
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It’s Elmer Week in Nursery. The children are loving the Elmer stories and creating their own little Elmer too. Nursery have been
using Busy Things to design their own Elmer on the Smart board
too!
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Year 4 are really enjoying learning about the Victorians! This
week they've looked at William
Morris and started designing
their own pieces inspired by his
work.

Have you seen
the clip of Y4
practicing their
trumpets and
trombones?
Check it out:
https://twitter.com/FleetPrimary/
status/1331939903450607618
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