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- American artist Jean-Michel Basqutat (1960-88) was
known for his raw style of painting. He incorporated oA :
e graffltr-hke 1mages and scrawled text in  his works. » ' M

¢ Basqulat was born on December 22, 1960 in Brooklyn, G -
- New York. After his parents separated, Basquiat lived hAN-M‘CkL BASQU‘AT |
with his father. His mother was diagnosed as mentally S Lod
ill and eventually was institutionalized. Troubled by his
early childhood, Basquiat dropped out of high school

and left home at age 117. He llved on the streets orin : ‘
 abandoned buildings. i ’ T
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- Basquiat began a graffiti campaign with graffiti artists
~ . AlDiaz and Shannon Dawson. They created the persona
o :Mo ted mejga ; on wal ,an on snbvgey :
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o Abstract Expressionist painting.
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He made rhany highly étylized self-
portraits that addressed his personal
~ anxieties. His paintings also alluded
to African Amencan historical f1gures
, 1nclud1ng jazz musicians, sports
‘ personaﬁtles and wrfters :
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Jean-Michel Basquiat’s 1982 painting Untitled (LA Painting) sold for $110.5
million (£85m) at Sotheby’s in New York, to become the sixth most expensive
work ever sold at auction.




Basquiat became a celebrity and was represented by
major art galleries in New York and Germany.

Do you recognise who he is _photogréphéd with below?

Andy Warhol greatly admired Basquiat’s work and the
two collaborated on a series of artwork.

Jean-Michel died on August 12, 1988, in New York City
from an accidental drug overdose.
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Part one: Look closely at this artwork. How

does it make you feel? What do you think
Basqu1at was trying to convey?

Look at the followmg features and think about
why Basquiat may have used them:

Br1ght colours

Scratchy black lines
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s A:rt-istﬂEd Sumnefhas recreaied Basquiait’s skull painting on his Facebook' E

. page. He exp1a1n§ how to rec.reate 1t and you can follow along qnd create P
yourowntoo' o MR . NN o MW o MW . W e W

- Go to https //wwvv facebook com/ CheeseandWmePamtqu1ub/v1deos/ ,
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