
Year 4 Maths - calculation
Week beginning 22.06.20

Lesson 1: Compact method for subtraction

Lesson 2: Addition and subtraction word problems

Lesson 3: Investigation



We are going to recap compact or column 
method for subtracting numbers:

• Have a look here to start: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrtsy9q

1. Make sure your numbers are 
lined up clearly. Always start from 
the ones column. 3 is smaller than 4 
so I had to steal a ten from the fifty 
to make it 13 take away 4, which 
equals 9. My fifty turned into forty 
because I took a ten away.

2. Next I looked at the tens column. 4 
is smaller than 8 so I stole a hundred 
from the 700 (which now turns into 
600) and did 14 tens – 8 tens, which 
equals 6 tens.

3. Then I looked at the hundred 
column and did 6 hundred – 4 
hundred, which equals 2 hundred.

4. Finally looked at the last 
column and I did 2 thousand –
1 thousand, which equals 1 
thousand. My total is now 
written underneath my 
calculation.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrtsy9q


Activity 1 - try some subtraction questions, using compact method 
to find the answers. Choose either mild, spicy or hot to do:



Now we’re going to try some addition and 
subtraction word problems…
• Recap for compact method for addition:

1. Make sure your numbers are lined 
up clearly. Again, always start from 
the ones column. First I added 4 and 
2, it equals 6.

2. Now move to the tens column. I 
added 2 tens and 9 tens, it equals 11 
tens. As it’s gone over 100, I moved 
one ten to the next column. 

3. Next I looked at the hundred 
column. I had to add 6 
hundreds and 8 hundreds, plus 
the 1 hundred I moved over. I 
equals 15 hundreds. I put the 5 
at the bottom and moved the 1 
to the next column.

4. Finally I’ve got the thousands 
column to do. I added 4 
thousands and 2 thousands, plus 
the extra one. It equals 7. Now 
my total is at the bottom.



Activity 2: Try these word problems. You can work 
them out using compact addition or subtraction.



Challenge questions (don’t forget to show 
your working out):



Activity 3: Try 
this 
investigation 
using addition 
and 
subtraction. 
Let us know 
what you find 
out.


