
English
WEEK BEGINNING 22.06 20



This week we will:
1. Plan a persuasive 
letter.
2. Recap apostrophes.



Lesson 1:
See the English resource page 

entitled ‘The Vanishing Rainforest’ 

to read the book or watch the 

short clip of Mrs Benbetka reading 

it.

Now, read it again up until ‘…but the farmers chased 

them away with their guns.’

How do you imagine Remaema felt? What would it be like  

to feel your home was going to be destroyed?

Go back to the book 

and read on.



Jane the nabe

 Why has Jane come to the rainforest?

 What does she want to do?



Rikomi is trying to 

persuade the 

villagers to listen to 

his point of view. 

Why do you think 

everyone agreed?





Your task: read 
through each of 
the speech 
bubbles. Highlight
or underline the 
persuasive writing 
features. Use the 
previous slide to 
help you. 



Lesson 2: Use persuasive 
language to present a 
point of view.



Characters and their causes

 Richard Platt is the author

 He has used fiction to introduce issues around rainforests

 Some of the characters in the book try to persuade others of their 

point of view



Grandfather’s 
point of view
 Nabe is the Yamomami

name for white people 
or strangers.

 Grandfather believes 
the villagers should not 
help the nabe.

 He says they cut down 
trees and destroy their 
world.

 He says that without 
trees the animals will die 
and without animals 
spreading the seeds, no 
more trees will grow.

 No trees means no 
food.



Using persuasive language features 

to write a speech.
“I have lived my whole life in this forest. I 

have seen many changes. I fear for the 

future of my children and my grandchildren. 

The nabe come to destroy, to ruin and to 

obliterate our homes and our lives. Some of 

you say we should give them what they 

want but they will only want more. Do you 

want to lose everything?”

Emotive 
language

Rhetorical 
question

Present 
tense

repitition



Characters 
and their 
causes:

 Grandfather tries to 
persuade everyone they 
must fight the loggers.

 Moawa tries to persuade 
everyone they must help 
the nabe.

 Jane persuades the 
Yanomami tribe to let her 
stay with them and study 
the forest.

 Rikomi persuades the 
people that there are 
ways to save the forest.

Moawa Jane

Grandfather
Rikomi



Your task:

Choose one of these 3 
characters (Jane, 
Rikomi, Moawa)

Write a short speech for 
your character 

Your speech will try and 
persuade the village to 
agree with your point of 
view, just like the 
example given on the 
previous slide for 
Grandfather

Read the information 
slide about your 
character

Note down key 
vocabulary and phrases

Include some of the 
features from the 
‘Features of Persuasive 
Writing’slide



Jane  Jane persuades the Yanomami 

tribe to let her stay with them 
and study the forest.

 She describes using the forest 

plants and creatures to help 

solve hunger and sick people in 

other parts of the world

 She wants to save everything 

with the help of the Yanomami.

 She knows they understand the 

forest.



Rikomi

 Rikomi persuades the people that there are ways to save the 

forest.

 Rikomi has worked outside the village and says that not all 

outsiders want to destroy the forest.

 He reminds the villagers about Jane.

 He tells them the forest is home to half of all Earth’s living things.

 He says tourists could stay near the village but not so close as 

they disturb village life.



Moawa

 Moawa tries to persuade 
everyone they must help the 
nabe.

 He showed the villagers the new 
machete and bright red T-shirt  
given to him by the nabe.

 He argues that the nabe are 
powerful, that they have guns 
much more powerful than the 
villagers’ arrows.

 He says the Yamomami should 
help the nabe so that they 
reward them. 



Lesson 3

Apostrophes 

Recap



Apostrophes 
for Possession

Rainforests



Do you know the difference 

between

plural - s and possessive - ‘s?

trees

tree’s trunk



Plural - s
A noun names a person, place, idea, thing or 

feeling.
logger

parakeet

acre

fear

If there is more than one of the noun we say it is plural.

We show a noun is plural by adding an s.

There must have been 20 loggers in the 

clearing.

The parakeets had ear-piercing squawks.

Several acres of land had been cleared.

The fears of the villagers were very real.



Possessive – ‘s
To show possession we add ‘s to the end of the 

noun.
logger

parakeet

forest

grandfather

Possession means that something is owned by the noun.

The logger’s boots had steel toecaps.

The parakeet’s feathers were deep 

green.

The forest’s trees were under threat.

Grandfather’s eyes were angry.

The ‘s goes at the end of the noun.

The logger
owns some 

boots.



Plural -s and possessive - ‘s

Six trees were chopped down.

Six tree’s were chopped down.

Which sentence is correct in each pair?

Plural

- add s

The trees branches were stripped.

The tree’s branches were stripped.

Possessive

- add ‘s





Possessive - s
To show possession we add ‘s to the end of the 

noun.
tree

villager

spider

grandfath

er

The ‘s goes at the 

end of the noun.

the tree’s branches

the villager’s home

the spider’s fangs

Grandfather’s anger

But what happens if the noun already ends in s?



Plural Possessive - s
If the noun already ends in s because it is plural…

add ’ to the end of that noun.

trees

villagers

spiders

grandfathe

rs

the trees’ branches

the villagers’ anger

the spiders’ webs

The grandfathers’ gathering

If we added another s to a plural noun it would be hard 
to say!

The ’ goes at the 

end of the noun.



Your task:

 Complete the apostrophe 

worksheet on the other English 

resource page

 Use the previous slides to help if 

you get stuck!




